CURIOSITIES

FROM THE STACKS OF THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
N,

Rabbis and RBIs

N THE HISTORY OF MAJOR-

league baseball, there have been

about 100 Jewish players —less
than 1 percent of the professional
baseball population. Now, thanks to a
nonprofit Baltimore company, Jewish
children have an alternative: They can collect
cards commemorating famous Orthodoex rabbis,

The Torah Personalities series, which features
216 rabbis, is sold and traded in Israel, Europe,
Australia and North America. The first sets are
formatted much like baseball cards. On the front of
each card is a color photograph, and on the back are the
rabbi’s “stats” in English and Hebrew —his name, position
and what books he has published. More recent cards focus
on individual helidays, with quizzes on the reverse that
teach about religious practices. The Torah Personalities
cards have been enormously popular; about 2 million have
been sold thus far.

The cards came into the collections of the Library of
Congress for copyrighting. But they now serve another,
more scholarly, purpose: They may be the only available
images of some rabbis,
documenting the leaders
of the Orthodox Jewish
community.
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